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Divers Eminent Citizens of LONDON, preſent= 
ed to the Logp Mayor and Court of 
ALDERMEN the 287h of April, 1681. 


To the Right Honourable Sir Patient Ward Lord Mayor of the City of Lon- 
don, and to the Right Worjhipful the Aldermen bis Brethren. The bum- 
ble Petition of us whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, Citizens of the ſaid 


City. 
Humbly ſheweth, ; 
Þ -- the Deſigns of the Popiſh and Jeſuirical Party,for ſubverting and 
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deſtroying rhe Protefiant Religion and the citabliſhed Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom, have for ſome years palt been carried on 
in an cxiraordinary way, encouraged by the hopes the Papilis 
(as your Petitioners believe) had of a Popiſh Succeſſor, Witneſs the burning 
cf this Ciry, with intention ot a Maſſacre ar the ſame time, their many and 
or cages of firing other parts of the Ciry, and other places in rhe 
Kingdom; and tofuch a height did thoſe hopes tranſport the agents of that 
party, thar they took upon then to hold Correfpcndencies with forein Prin- 
ces, to influence His Majeſties Councils to diſſolve rhe then Parliament, and 
to frame 2 Declaration to have been publiſhed in His Majefties name on that 
Occaſion; and at laſt to contrive that Deviliſh and horrid Plot for aſſaſfinar- 
ing His Majeſties Royal Perſon, putting the Papiſts in arms, bringing in forein 
forces both inro Zzgland and 1rel:nd, ro eſtabliſh their Religion, and defiroy 
the Pr teſtants., What endeavours have been by them ſer on foot to prevent 
the Diſcovery & fuller Deteion of their Villanies,the Murder of Sir Eamond 
Godfrey, the attempt on Juſtice Arnold, the means uſed ro take off and diſ- 
courage the King's Evidence, the ſuborning Perſons ro fwear falſly, and the 
fetting up ſeveral Sham-plots' contrived by themſelves tro be charged by talſe 
Witneſſes on His Majeſtics Proteſtant Subjedts, are evident and apparent to 
all che World. 
* That by reaſcn hereof ſuch have becn, ard ſtill aretke fears and diſtracti- 
ons in the minds of People, that many have withdrawn from the City, others 
declined their Trades,and all truc Proteſtants been in continual fears and anx- 
feties.of mind, whereby great expence and charge in keeping and maintaining 
continual Guards,hath been ncecilitared, and yer moſt people live under daily 
apprrhoes, doubting every night what may be their condition before 
orning. 
: That on His Majeſtics ſummoning a Parliament to meer the 67h of March, 
1678. It was hoped that effetual courſe would have been taken ro dere 
and bring the Conſpicators to condign puniſhment, and by Laws to have ſe- 
cured the Proteſtant Religion againit their artemprs. (It being impoſiible, as 
your Pctitioners humbly conceive, that the ſame can any way be done, but 
by auchoricy of Parliament.) And thoſe hopes were the more raiſea-trom His 
Majeſties molt gracious Declaration of the 21 Aprz/'1679. on the change of 
his Privy Counci), that he was reſolyed in all weighty and important Affairs 
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(next to the Advice of his great Council in Parliament, which he wculd very 
ofren conſult wirh)-ro ve Spy thar Privy Council; +bur thar Parliamenc 
was prorogued the 27. Ada | wards many of that Frivy Coun- 
cil were changed, and then followed 3 Piſſojurion of the Parliament. A new 
Parliament was called ro meet in Offober 1679. but kept off by many Pto- 


. rogations ril! OZZcber 1680. 


And before any thing could be perfccd for the ſecurity of Religion, the 
ſame was diſſolved, and another ſummoned to meer at Oxford,which.was alſo 
dilſo'ved, and nothing done ; thereby rhe Pro eftanr Religicn,and rhe Lives 


and Libertics of His Majeſtios Proteſtant Subjects cEpaſee ro theurtermolt ha- 
zard, in caſe His Majeſty, wkom God long preſerve, Mould depart this Life be- 
tore a due proviſion by Law could be made. a 

And Your Pctiticners having heard that ſome perſons of this City as well 
in the Names of many cther Citizens and Inhabitants of this City,as in their 
own Names, have gone abut to procure hands to a Petition to Your Lord- 
ſhip, and this Honourable Courr, infinuaring (as Your Pctioners are informed) 
That His Majeliics expreſſion in His Late Declaration rouching the two Laſt 
Parhaments ot His Reſolution ro have frequent Parliaments, &c. was a full 
Sccuriry again!t all the fegrs of Popery, and rhe Deſigns and Conſpiracies of 
Papiſts (which rhere is cauſe to believe) are yet carrying on as much as ever 
againſt tis Majeilies Roy al Perſon, the FProtciiant Religion, and the Govern- 
meng of this Kingdom. | 

Your F-titioners, though they hope their fellow Citizens who have ſigned 
the 1:14 Perition. may be good Protettants, and mean well to their Religion 
and City, yer knowing how cunning and ſubtle the Papiſts and Jcſuirical 
Part; are by falic Aſperſions and Sugyciiions, and Secret Infinuarions,” to raiſe 
and 10ment Diviſions amongſt Proteliants, ro ſer them one againſt another, 
and mak« them Inſtruments of their own Ruine ; and fearing left ſomething of 
this kind may have given Riſe ro the ſaid Petition, They have thought them- 
ſelves bound by their Allegiance ro His Majeſiy, and the Duty thar lies upon 
them in r(f-rence to the Religion they profeſs, which they deſire may be 
tranſmi:ted ro their Pulteriry, To make this Adureſs to Your Lordſhip and 
this Honourab'e Courr, and humbly ro declare, 

That as matte:s ſtand at preſent, conſidering the Bloody and Wicked De- 
ſigns of Papiſts, their indetatigable and unwearied Endeavours animared (as 
is humbly conceived) by thcir hcprs thar the Succeſſor to the Crown will 
be of their Religion, and juſtifie wharever they ſhall do ro introduce it; They 
kumbly conceive that it is nor a Declaration to have frequent Parliaments, 
that can contribute any thing ro the Safery and Preſervation of His Majeſties 
Royal Perfon (whom God long prcſerve) the Security of the Protcſtanc Reli- 
gion, and the I ives and Libertics, and compoſing the minds of thoſe that 
proſcſs ir ; But ir mull be the Sirting of a Paritamentr, fo as fully To examine 
the Flor, ro proſecute the Confſpirators, and ro provide ſuitable Laws 
againſt the ſeared Evils; And without which nothing can be cffeQtual ; His 


Majeily in Pacliament giving Life ro thoſe Laws by His Royal Aſlent; And 


therefore 


Your Petitioners humbly pray, That a Common Council may he called, 
and that upon Conſideration of the whole matter, ſuch 5xmble Addreſs 


may be made to His moſt Gracious Mijeſty, as the neceſſity of the Caſe 


Shall be found to require. | 
Preſented Thurſd.ry And Your Petitioners as in duty bound 
April 18. 1681, ſhall ever pray, &c. * 


London, Printed for B. A. And Publiſhed by Richard Janaway, in Queens- 
Head Altey in Pter-Noſier- Row. 1681. 
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